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– תנו רבנן היה עומד חוץ למודיעים ויכול ליכנס בסוסים ובפרדים
The ברייתא teaches that the issue of whether somebody is פטור 
from קרבן פסח on account of דרך רחוקה depends completely 
on distance, and not on the actual ability to get to ירושלים on 
time. Somebody very far away who has accelerated modes of 
transportation is still פטור, and somebody close who cannot 
move quickly is still חייב.

:Rava teaches two ideas about the sky – אמר רבא
First, שיתא אלפי פרסי הוי עלמא –
The sun travels 6000 פרסה from sunrise to sunset.

The גמרא has four rejections of this opinion:

First, the breissa teaches that מצרים which is 400 by 400 פרסה is 
only 1/60th the size of Kush which is only 1/60th the size of the 
world, which means it the world is much more than 6000 פרסה, 
and the sky is obviously much bigger than the world!

Second, תנא דבי אליהו teaches that the entire world fits under a 
single star, so the sky must be way bigger than 6000 פרסה.

Third, the ברייתא says that it only takes the sun one out of the 
twelve hours it travels to pass over the entire civilized world, so it 
must travel more than 6000 פרסה.

Finally, רבן יוחנן בן זכאי taught that the בת קול mocked the 
absurdity of נבוכדנצר’s threat to go up to Heaven, because ימי 
 an average human lifetime is only 70 – שנותיו של אדם שבעים שנה
years and it’s a 500 year journey just to the lowest heaven, so the 
earth is also a 500 year journey, way more than the 6000 אמות that 
Rava claimed the sun travels in the sky!

Rava’s second teaching is, סומכא דרקיעא אלפא פרסי – after 
setting the sun travels 1000 פרסה to get through the 
thickness of the sky. It has to be 1/6 of the distance the sun 
travels during the day because ר' יוחנן said that during the 
time the sun disappears or reappears in the sky a person 
can walk 5 מיל, or 1/6 the amount of time he can walk from 
sunrise to sunset.
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The גמרא records two disputes between חכמי ישראל and חכמי אומות העולם.

First –

– חכמי ישראל אומרים גלגל קבוע ומזלות חוזרין

Jewish scholars say that the zodiac does not move but the constellations move 

around it, while חכמי אומות העולם אומרים גלגל חוזר ומזלות קבועין – the zodiac revolves 

around the constellations.

Second –

– חכמי ישראל אומרים ביום חמה מהלכת למטה מן הרקיע ובלילה למעלה מן הרקיע

The Jewish scholars said that during the day the sun travels under the sky and at 

night it travels over the sky.

– חכמי אומות העולם אומרים ביום חמה הולכת למטה מן הרקיע ובלילה למטה מן הקרקע

The non-Jewish scholars said that during the day it travels under the sky and at night 

it travels under the world.

 – אמר רבי ונראין דבריהן מדברינו שביום מעינות צוננין ובלילה רותחין

Rebbe says that it seems that the non-Jewish scholars are correct because springs are 

hotter at night than by day, presumably because the sun is heating them from 

underneath.

The גמרא then quotes two ברייתות that discuss where the sun travels during different 

seasons of the year and the effect it has on the water, snow, fruits, rivers and seeds.

The Gemara now returns to the Mishnah.
 that anybody משנה R’ Eliezer held in the – ורבי אליעזר אומר
outside the עזרה is considered to be בדרך רחוקה.
The גמרא asks that R’ Eliezer implies that even if the person 
could have come into the עזרה but chose not to, he is still פטור, 
but ר' אליעזר teaches in a ברייתא that somebody who was an ערל 
and could have had a ברית מילה is חייב כרת for failing to bring 
the Korban Pesach?

The גמרא offers two answers:
– אמר אביי דרך רחוקה לטהור ואין דרך רחוקה לטמא
Abayei says that just like the exemption of דרך רחוקה does not 
apply to somebody who is טמא, it also does not apply to an ערל.
As Tosfos explains; the פטור of בדרך רחוקה applies to one who is 
otherwise ראוי – fit to bring the קרבן פסח, and his only problem 
is the distance.
However, the other impediments of טמא and ערל cause him to be 
unfit in his current status, and if he has the ability to change his 
status he’s obligated to do so, and enjoys no exemption.

– רבא אמר תנאי היא
Rava says that since we already have at least two versions 
of ר' אליעזר’s opinion, one that defines דרך רחוקה as outside 
 as being outside דרך רחוקה and another that defines ירושלים
the בית המקדש. It is possible that the ברייתא about an ערל is 
a third version of ר' אליעזר’s opinion which defines דרך 
 בית as a distance so far that he cannot get to the רחוקה
 But, indeed this .קרבן פסח in time to Shecht the המקדש
Braisa holds that like ערל if he does have the ability to get 
there in time he’s obligated to do so, and enjoys no 
exemption.
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 s position that’ר' אליעזר R’ Yosi supports – אמר לו רבי יוסי
anybody outside the עזרה is considered בדרך רחוקה from the 
fact that there is a dot over the "ה" to indicate that it is not 
really speaking of great distance.
 ובדרך לא proves this to be true from the phrase ר' יוסי הגלילי
.a distant road - בדרך רחוקה which makes no mention of היה דרך רחוקה
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